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and phone conversations. Values and 
desires that people have for the 
management of this landscape were 
identified. these were used to 
collaboratively develop purpose and 
need statements, which this proposed 
action is based upon. Issues and 
comments identified during this earlier 
scoping that were not specific 
components of the proposed action will 
be carried forward and addressed 
through alternative development. 
During this process the Forest Service is 
seeking written comment, particularly 
addressing possible issues or 
alternatives. A scoping document has 
been prepared and mailed to parties 
known to be interested in the proposed 
action.

The effects of the proposed action on 
vegetation, fire, wildlife, fisheries, 
recreation, historic interpretation, and 
the scenic character of the landscape 
have been identified as preliminary key 
issues. These issues will be used to 
develop a range of alternatives 
(including a no action alternative where 
none of the activities in the proposed 
action would be implemented) and 
assess environmental consequences. 

Public participation is an important 
part of the development and analysis of 
this project. In addition to the initial 
collaboration, the public may visit 
Forest Service officials at any time 
during the analysis and prior to the 
decision. The Forest Service will be 
seeking information, comments, and 
assistance from Federal, State, and local 
agencies and other individuals or 
organizations that may be interested in, 
or affected by, the proposed action. 
There will be additional public 
meetings throughout this process. If you 
are interested in obtaining dates or 
information on these, please contact 
Brian Riggers at the location listed 
above. 

The Federal Forest Service is the lead 
agency for preparing this EIS. They will 
consult with the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service. The responsible 
official who will make the decision is 
Deborah L. R. Austin, Forest Supervisor. 
She will make a decision between 
alternatives after considering comments, 
responses, environmental consequences, 
applicable laws, regulations, and 
policies. The decision and rational will 
be documented in a Record of Decision. 

The draft EIS is expected to be filed 
with the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and available for public 
review in April 2003. At that time, the 
EPA will publish a Notice of 
Availability of the Draft EIS in the 
Federal Register. The comment period 
on the Draft EIS will be 45 days from the 
date of the EPA’s notice of availability. 

It is very important that those interested 
in management of the Frenchtown Face 
project area participate at that time. 
Completion of the final EIS is scheduled 
for July 2003. 

The Forest Service believes it is 
important at this early stage to give 
reviewers notice of several court rulings 
related to public participation in the 
environmental review process. First, 
reviewers of draft environmental impact 
statements must structure their 
participation in the environmental 
review of the proposal so that it is 
meaningful and alerts an agency to the 
reviewer’s position and contentions. 
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v. 
NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553 (1978). Also, 
environmental objections that could be 
raised at the DEIS stage but that are not 
raised until after completion of the FEIS 
(Final Environmental Impact Statement) 
may be waived or dismissed by the 
courts. Wisconsin Heritages, Inc. v. 
Harris, 490 F. Supp. 1334, 1338 (E.D. 
Wis. 1980). Because of these court 
rulings, it is very important that those 
interested in this proposed action 
participate by the close of the 45-day 
comment period so that substantive 
comments and objections are made 
available to the Forest Service at a time 
when it can meaningfully consider them 
and respond to them in the FEIS. 

To assist the Forest Service in 
identifying and considering issues and 
concerns on the proposed action, 
comments on the DEIS should be as 
specific as possible. Reviewers may 
wish to refer to the Council on 
Environmental Quality Regulations for 
implementing the procedural provisions 
of the National Environmental Policy 
Act at 40 CFR 1503.3 in addressing 
these points.

Dated: November 15, 2002. 
Deborah L.R. Austin, 
Forest Supervisor, Lolo National Forest.
[FR Doc. 02–30879 Filed 12–5–02; 8:45 am] 
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Forest Service 

Notice of Resource Advisory 
Committee Meeting

AGENCY: Lassen Resource Advisory 
Committee, Susanville, California, 
USDA Forest Service.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the authorities in 
the Federal Advisory Committees Act 
(Pub. L. 92–463) and under the Secure 
Rural Schools and Community Self-
Determination Act of 2000 (Pub. L. 106–

393) the Lassen National Forest’s Lassen 
County Resource Advisory Committee 
will meet Thursday, December 12, 2002, 
in Susanville, California for a business 
meeting. The meetings are open to the 
public.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
business meeting on December 12th 
begins at 9 a.m., at the Lassen National 
Forest Headquarters Office, Caribou 
Conference Room, 2550 Riverside Drive, 
Susanville, CA 96130. Agenda topics 
will include: Review previous meeting 
minutes and approve, RAC member/
subcommittee reports, Paul Chappell 
proposal example presentation, NEPA 
Overview with Questions and Answers, 
Proxy votes and absent voting members/
Quorum, Overhead Discussion and 
Decision. Time will also be set aside for 
public comments at the end of the 
meeting.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Robert Andrews, Eagle Lake District 
Ranger and Designated Federal Officer, 
at (530) 257–4188; or RAC Coordinator, 
Heidi Perry, at (530) 252–6604.

Edward C. Cole, 
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 02–30892 Filed 12–5–02; 8:45 am] 
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Service 

Rehabilitation of Aging Flood Control 
Dams in Oklahoma

AGENCY: Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS).
ACTION: Notice of availability of record 
of decision. 

SUMMARY: M. Darrel Dominick, 
responsible Federal official for projects 
administered under the provisions of 
Section 14 of Public Law 83–566 
(enacted by Section 313 of Public Law 
106–472, otherwise known as ‘‘The 
Small Watershed Rehabilitation 
Amendments of 2000’’) in the State of 
Oklahoma, is hereby providing 
notification that a record of decision to 
proceed with the installation of the 
Rehabilitation of Aging Flood Control 
Dams in Oklahoma is available. Single 
copies of this record of decision may be 
obtained from M. Darrel Dominick at the 
address shown below.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: M. 
Darrel Dominick, State Conservationist, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
State Office, 100 USDA Suite 206, 
Stillwater, Oklahoma, 74074–2655, 
telephone (405) 742–1227.
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